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4 March 2010 
 
Dear Parents 
 
 

… Is the amount that the PTA has just donated to 
the school for the proposed hall/gymnasium. It is 
a phenomenal amount of money and 
unprecedented in the school’s history. Never 

before has such a large sum been donated at one time. The donation is a wonderful boost 
to the funds the Board of Trustees are seeking to fund the hall/gymnasium project. 
 
o NZ lottery community funds facility: To help bridge the gap, the hall committee is 

making application to the NZ Lottery Community Funds Facility. We are extremely 
grateful to Angus Henderson, who has not only driven the design process but over 
recent weeks has spent countless hours putting together the school’s application. We 
will find out if we are successful in June (fingers crossed!). 

 
EDUCATION OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM: 
o Room 8, 10 and 11 excursions: Over the last few weeks we have had a number of 

senior classes going on camp to Arthur’s Pass, Hanmer and this week to Peel Forest. 
The experiences the students gain from going into the outdoors are unique, very 
rewarding and build an inner confidence, by taking part in activities that they would 
otherwise not take part in. It also builds a supportive, closely knit class atmosphere 
that will hopefully remain for the remainder of the year. I am very grateful for the 
parental support we get and also the energy the teachers put into the camp 
organisation.  

 
o Room 9 Leadership Development Course: This year, for our year 8 students, we 

are trialling a special leadership training programme to develop their leadership skills. 
The leadership course, which will be held over three days and two nights, is run in 
partnership with the Papanui Youth Development Trust. Some of the activities the 
students will be involved in are: 

�  Introduction to Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens Study 
�  Ropes course/Discovery time/Orienteering at Spencer Park 
�  Serving school children breakfast at a town school 
�  Sailing 
The activities promise to be entertaining and enlightening. Have a look at their 
website if you are interested in finding out more information about the centre: 
www.tekoru.org.nz 
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As a follow up to the leadership theme and our vision for the year 8 students of ‘Growing 
Leaders,’ the students will be attending the Young Leaders convention in the Town Hall 
on Tuesday 1 June and as a culmination to the year, the students will travel to 
Wellington to witness our country’s leaders in action and also explore the beehive and the 
many other attractions in Wellington. 
 
Blue Skies excursion: On Tuesday 23 February Room 6 and 7 
spent an amazing day at Blue Skies in Kaiapoi. The first part of 
the morning was spent racing around finding clues on the 
Orienteering course. This was followed by the Initiative course 
where groups of 8 students had to employ creative, problem 
solving solutions to get their whole team through obstacles such 
as the ‘spider’s web’ and the ‘electric fence.’  
 
 Everyone cooled off in the swimming pool before a well- 
deserved lunch and a game of T-ball. After lunch students were 
all very open-minded about the challenges ahead in the 
Confidence course.  
 
The cargo net, flying fox over the pond and stepping logs 
across the pond were all very popular. Optimism was high 
on the stepping log activity, but a few students still ended 
up in the pond! A huge thank you to all parents who 
provided transport, helped supervise activities, joined us 
for lunch and had their quota of exercise for the day by 
running around the Orienteering course and pulling the 
flying fox back to base after each turn.  
 
MAZE TRIP: Next Tuesday 9 March the whole school is visiting The Maze in 
Halswell as part of our ‘Let’s be COOL!’ focus. Our programme will be a full day, 
incorporating a wide variety of cooperative and initiative activities. We are travelling by 
bus, leaving school at 9.00am and returning by 3.00pm. Thank you to the parents who are 
joining us for the day. Please return the form by tomorrow if you would like to join us. 
Unfortunately this trip is not suitable for preschoolers.  
Postponement is Friday 12 March.   
Students need to wear their house shirts with their school shorts/culottes, wear socks and 
sturdy shoes/trainers for walking, school sunhat, and sunscreen, and bring lunch, a 
morning and afternoon snack, a large drink of water, sweatshirt, and warm jacket if cold. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS : 

·  Apologies to Sam Williams who was incorrectly named in the Senior School 
swimming results last week. Sam was placed 3rd in the one width freestyle event. 
Well done Sam! 

·  Henry Matterson who came 3rd in the 8 year boys South Island BMX 
championships at Dunedin last weekend  

 
ENVIROGROUP: Many thanks for the 1.5 litre bottles we have received so far for the 
ecohut.  Please keep them coming in. The ecohut children and Suzanne Liggett would 
like to thank Jed Pearce for the great support he has shown by organising posts, battens, 
and roofing iron.  We couldn’t have done it without you Jed! 
 



 
PRINCIPAL’S AWARDS FROM LAST WEEK:  
Lucy Bryant     - Room 2 
Molly Johnson    - Room 3 
Emma Grafton    - Room 4 
Joseph Drury    - Room 5 
Sam Barnett    - Room 6 
Jaiden Fraser and Ethan Garbutt - Room 7 
Ollie Louden    - Room 8 
Jacquetta Hazlett   - Room 9 
Jack Andrews and Bradley Wang - Room 10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NORTH CANTERBURY TRIATHLON: This Sunday the North Canterbury Triathlon 
will be run at Northbrook Waters. I would like to wish our organising subcommittee all 
the very best. I know they have put in an enormous amount of effort into making sure that 
the event runs smoothly. I would also like to wish any parents competing, the very best of 
luck. 
Thank you 
  
R S Falconer 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Bulbs – daffodil (jonquil) mix. $20 per 100. Ring before Sunday as the remainder  
go at the Swannanoa Fair. 

Ph 312 6599 
 

Planting Update 
It was great to see all those people last week come along and help at our first plant 

propagating session. Well done! 
A great learning experience and great conversations went on. 

We still would love offers of plants that you don’t need and empty plant pots especially the 
small square ones which we find fantastic to start our baby plant in. 

Next week there will be no propagating due to the Ellerslie Flower Show. 
Look forward to seeing you the following week though! 

29 Raddens Road 
Kareen Pearce Ph: 312 6559 

 

HELP:   The PTA need someone to review the PTA accounts 
before the upcoming AGM.  If you have a good business 
knowledge and are able to help please phone Bronwyn (03) 313 
1238 

MILO CRICKET YEAR 7/8 - the road to Palmerston Nort h .... 
Round Three: We played Kaiapoi North on their turf. We won the toss and elected to 
bat, getting through to 255 runs in 30 overs loosing five wickets. Our main contributors 
to the total were Tom Ziolo 36, Austin Hamilton 36, Geordie Mills 33, Drew Godfrey 33, 
and Mitchell White 30.  All these players retired. In reply Kaiapoi never really looked 
like getting the total. They got to 202, 5 wickets down when 30 overs had been bowled. 
Ohoka bowlers didn’t have a good day sending down 60 extras to help Kaiapoi’s run 
chase.   -  Austin Hamilton     
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Birds in Ohoka  
 

“Bush Bird Monitoring- Walk and Talk”   
with the highly regarded 

 Frances Schmechel  
from  

Environment Canterbury Monitoring. 
 

Sunday 28th March,  
10:30am - 2:00 pm  

At the Ohoka Domain, (Southern section) 
Frances has kindly offered to come and share her 
expertise with us. This is an excellent opportunity to learn 
how to identify and record birds, using the 5-minute bird 
count method. She will talk about plants that encourage 
particular birds and advise us in future plantings. 
Frances works very closely with the Banks Peninsula 
Conservation Trust and has been involved in the  
“Bringing Back the Tui Project” there. She’s a wonderfully 
warm enthusiastic person. 
 
Bring a picnic lunch, to eat in our Native Reserve to the 
sounds of the birds that you will by then recognize by 
sight and sound. Bring note paper, clip board and pen. 
(No dogs) 
Don’t miss this very special experience. 
 
Please register with: 
Annie.bonifant@xtra.co.nz 
 
 
 



 
 

NORTH CANTERBURY TRIATHLON 
 
It’s here …. This coming Weekend …    
  
Sunday 7 March ~ North Canterbury Triathlon 
This fun, fitness fundraising event! 
 
Good Luck to all competitors … (Remember many spot 
prizes given away at prize giving) 
Support Crew ~ Please come and offer good cheer at Northbrook Waters …   
(Beverage and food tent within the premises, coffee available!) 
 
Thank you to all helpers making this event possible and of course, not forgetting our 
many sponsors!   
 
See you there amid the fun, sweat, grimaces and huge grins!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER: Next issue will be distributed during the last week of 
term, anyone wishing to advertise (classified or actual adv.) welcome. Range of advert 
sizes available. Community news welcome too. Deadline is 15th March. 
Contact me either by email vicki@net24.co.nz or phone 313 3484 or 0274 222 515. 
 
 

 
PTA FUNDRAISER 

Introducing ‘Cuisinecard’  
A dining out card that gives up to 20% off your restaurant bill.  

Cuisinecard can be used in over 50 restaurants  
and complementary businesses in Canterbury.  

This includes such restaurants as 
 Mu Steakhouse, Caesars, The Flying Burrito Brothers, Two FatIndians, West Coast Tavern, 
Pegasus Bay Winery, Simo's, Henry Africas, Retour, Sign of theTakahe, Maharaja, The Vic 

and Whale, Langdale Vineyard Cafe and many more. 
 

You can go as often as you like to your favourite restaurant  
and get the discount each time. 

 
The card is freely transferable to family/friends. 
The cost is $30.00 and valid till 30 April 2011.  

The school will receive $15.00 of this. 
So get selling to extended family, work colleagues, friends, and neighbours 

 and whoever else you can think of. 
Check it out on www.cuisinecard.co.nz. but order through the school. 

Enquiries and orders to Maryanne White - Phone (03) 3543249. 
 



 
 
 
SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS 
 
This week saw the first meeting of the newly elected School Council Representatives.  A 
number of items were discussed: 

1. There will be a Mufti Day with gold coin donation on Friday 12 March to raise 
money for earthquake victims in Chile.  Joseph Drury in Room 5 put this idea 
forward to the School Council.  Well done Joseph for showing Caring! 

 
2. It has been requested that we trial a ‘Wheelie Wednesday’ each week.  On this  
day the children will be allowed to use skate- boards, rip-sticks, scooters, and roller-
blades on the back court area at lunchtime.  Full protective gear will be encouraged.  
Those children who wish to take part will bring home an agreement to sign. This must 
be returned to the child’s class teacher before they can take part in Wheelie 
Wednesday.  The agreement is attached to this newsletter. 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
RIP STICKS / RIP STIK, SKATEBOARDS, ROLLERBLADES, S COOTERS  
 
School Council will help to manage and monitor Wheelie Wednesday, supported by duty 
teachers. 
 
Rip stiks, skateboards, scooters, and roller blades will be allowed for play at school on 
Wednesdays from Week 6 Term 1. 
 
The back courts will be the designated area for using this equipment.  There will be no 
sharing of equipment.  A permission slip will be required to be completed before students 
can participate.  Protective gear is strongly advised but is up to parents and students to 
take responsibility.  All students will participate at their OWN RISK. 
 
All equipment must be walked to the designated area and at no time will any student be 
allowed to use equipment outside designated area or allocated time.  All equipment will 
be the responsibility of the owners and the school will take no responsibility for any 
damage or related issues. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
WHEELIE WEDNESDAY  
 
I give my son/daughter ______________________________ permission to partake in our  
 
Wheelie Wednesdays at school.  We accept the above conditions for the use of this 
equipment at school. 
 
Signed ______________________________  
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


